
  

 

Raptor Visitor  
Management System  
Upgrade 
 

Several years ago, the school district 

began screening all visitors to our sites.  This was done in order to better 
protect our students, visitors and staff.   
 

Over the next several weeks the Raptor System we use for this screening 
will be upgraded.  This upgrade will allow us to scan the newer enhanced 
identification cards.   
 

The upgrade will involve and entirely new platform, which means that all of 
our visitors will have to be rescanned, even if they have been scanned pre-
viously.  The good news is that once you have been scanned at one build-
ing, you will not need to be scanned again at other building in the district.  
We ask for your patience as we work through this upgrade to our system. 

Check out our Bridge to Learning 2020 web-page for additional information! 

As we head back to the 
classroom after a long 
weekend, now is a good 
time to revisit how you can 
help ease your child’s (or 
maybe your own) anxiety 
and worry about the cur-
rent situation.  Anxiety is 
“contagious.” Your child 
will know that you are nervous even if you try to hide it. So how can 
you reassure your child despite your own worries?  

Try to get the most credible information you can. Focus on fact-
based, helpful information about the virus. Avoid endless social me-
dia streams, which can be filled with misinformation, and constant 
breaking news headlines, which can fuel your concerns.  

The best defense against anxiety about COVID-19, is if you know the 
guidelines for protecting your family, including hand washing, clean-
ing surfaces, use of sanitizers, whether you or your family need to be 
in isolation, and what supplies you should have at home in case you 
are quarantined.  Be assured, the Hastings School District takes your 
child’s safety seriously.  We are taking every precaution to ensure a 
safe clean learning environment your children.   

Don’t be afraid to ask your child what they know.  Most children will 
have heard about COVID-19.  They may have read things online, 
seen something on TV, or heard friends or teachers talk about the 
illness. Others may have overheard you talking about it. There is a lot 
of misinformation out there, so don’t assume that they know specifics 
about the situation or that the information they have is correct. Ask 
open ended questions like: 

 What have you heard about the coronavirus? 
 Where did you hear about it? 
 What are your major concerns or worries? 
 Do you have any questions I can help you answer? 
 How are you feeling about the Coronavirus? 

 

Once you know what information they have and what they’re con-
cerned about, then you can help to fill in any necessary gaps.   

Beginning on Monday, we will have a new COVID-19 Dashboard on 
our main webpage.  The purpose of the dashboard is to help parents 
monitor the number cases in our buildings and keep parents abreast 
of any trends with regard to infection rates at school.  This dashboard 
is not meant to increase anxiety, but to help parents remain informed. 

If you have questions about how the school district is responding to 
COVID-19, our cleaning protocols or anything else please don’t hesi-
tate to contact your site principal and ask questions.  It is important to 
us that our parents and students know that we are working hard eve-
ry day to make sure they have a great school year despite the chang-
es because of COVID-19.   

There’s Still Time to  
Opt-In to District  
Text  Messaging! 
 
Several weeks ago, Hastings Public 
Schools began allowing parents to opt-in to 
receiving  text messages from the school 
district, using our Infinite Campus 
SchoolMessenger parent notification sys-

tem.   Current laws require the District to ask for consent prior to using an 
automatic service to send text messages to quickly notify parents and 
guardians.  So parents must opt-in by enabling the Text (SMS) boxes in 
your Campus Portal Account.  When you enable this function in your ac-
count, you are consenting to receive text message alerts to the phone num-
ber(s) you have identified and are responsible for all related charges.  You 
may opt out of this service at any time by simply un-checking the Text 
(SMS) box in your Infinite Campus Parent Portal.   
 
If you need help opting in please click on one of the links below and you will 
find directions to the text message Opt-In and Campus Portal Help. 
The links will take your directly to the page you need.   

Campus Portal Help 

Text Message Opt-In Directions 

http://www.hastings.k12.mn.us/for_parents/campus_portal_help
http://www.hastings.k12.mn.us/for_parents/campus_portal_help/text_messages_opt-_in

